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U.S. detects new breach
of arms treaty by Soviets

By Tom Diaz

THE WASHINGTON TIMES
i

The United States has detected what ap-

pears to be a major new Soviet arms viola-

tion on the eve of the summit meeting be-
tween President Reagan and Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev.

According to a govemment defense ex-’

pert, U.S. intelligence services have discov-
ered that the Soviets have deployed a combi-
pation of mobile SA-X-12 surface-to-air
missiles [SAMs] and mobile “Griddle Pan”
radar systems to protect newly deployed
SS-25 mobile intercontinental balllstlc mis-
siles.

Some experts within the administration
say the combination of mobile SAM missiles,
mobile radars and mobile ICBMs can be
' viewed only as a mobile anti-ballistic missile
defense system.

What the previous summits mean. Page7A.

By itself, the deployment of the SA-X-12
as an anti- alrcraft system is not new. But its
deployment in the same area as 1CBMs
could provide the first concrete indication of
it being used to defend missiles in violation
of the 1972 ABM treaty.

U.S. officials are concerned about the de-
velopment of a separate mterceptor mlSSlle

defensive capability against medium-range
and submarine-launched ballistic missiles.
Such a system would violate the 1972 ABM
treaty, which limits each country to one
fixed ABM system at one location. The Sovi-
ets already have an updated ABM system
defending Moscow.

“You don't defend mobile lLBMs against

" bomber and cruise missile attacks,” one de-

fense expert said. “The ICBMs would be
long gone before bombers or cruise missiles
got there. A mobile SAM plus a mobile ICBM
equals a mobile ABM system.”

The United States has no system for de-
fending against Soviet ballistics missiles, al-
though the administration’s proposed space-
based Strategic Defense Initiative foresees
such a defense.
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Last July 22, over the objections
of OPM Associate Director George
Woloshyn, Mrs. Cornelius promoted
Mr. Oland from a GS-14 position pay-
ing $48,373 to a GS-15 job paying
$52,262 a year. She also gave Mrs.
Dillard a $3,188 “merit pay cash
award” and, while acting director of
OPM, appointed her to a newly cre-

~ated non-career Senior Executive
Service position, paying more than
$56,000.

The OPM whistleblower, who first
wrote to the Office of Government
Ethics, had /alleged that Mrs. Cor-
nelius gave certain employees pro-
motions afd choice assignments as
rewards for assisting her academic
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United States Government for the
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the OPM inspector general to be
$3,565.17,” Mrs\ Horner told Mrs.
Cornelius in a Nov. 6 letter.

Using the government travel re-
imbursement rate of 16.5 cents per
mile from 1981-83 and 18 cents from
1983-8S, Mr. Willever calculated that
Mrs. Cornelius owed the govern-

ment $1,051.02 for the vehicle mis--

use. He also ruled that she should
repay the government $2,514.15 in
government overtime which her
chauffeur was paid for the trips.
The Justice Department’s
criminal division reviewed the case
file but declined to prosecute, a
senior administration official said.
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TREATY

The significance of a Soviet mo-
bile ABM system, if it does exist, is
that it would permit the Soviets to
launch a first strike from their large
inventory of fixed silo-based ICBMs
and then be relatively sure their mo-
bile reserve missiles would be im-
mune from a U.S. counterattack, ac-
cording to one expert.

“The Soviets have developed an
invulnerable second-strike cap-
ability on top of an overwhelming
first-strike capability,” he said.
“Once this is all fully operational in
large numbers, the U.S. deterrence
is gone.”

That could happen, he said, “by
this time next year”

Despite elaborate Soviet efforts to
camouflage and conceal the new de-
ployments, the expert said, U.S. in-
telligence services have detected
them at several of the five existing
S§S8-25 sites. i

It is assumed, but not yet proven,
that the mobile missiles and radars
have been deployed at all five of the
existing SS-25 sites at Yoshkarola,
Yurya, Shadrinski, Novosibirsk and
Omsk. Each base houses nine
ICBMs, and the Soviets plan to have
a total of 20 bases, a source said.

Critics of the arms-control
agreements have argued that the So-
viets have been moving for some
time toward a nationwide ABM sys-
tem, pointing to Soviet development
of a large “battle management” ra-
dar near Krasnoyarsk in Siberia.

Such a radar is a key link in a
nationwide ABM system, since it has

the task of detecting, sorting out and’

tracking swarms of incoming mis-
siles. That information would be
passed through a control center to
defense sites, such as those now ap-
parently deployed at the SS-25 bases.

According to an unclassified De-
fense Department publication on So-
viet military power, “The Soviets are
continuing to deploy improved air
surveillance data systems that can
rapidly pass data from outlying ra-

dars through the air-surveillance
network to ground-controlled inter-
cept sites and SAM command posts.”

The Griddle Pan radars would
take over once incoming missiles
were within the 100-kilometer range
of SA-X-12 ground-to-air missiles.

The Soviets and some supporters
of the ABM treaty have argued that
the Krasnoyarsk radar is not such a
battle-management radar. But the
Soviets also have offered to- stop
work on the site in exchange for the
U.S. giving up modernization of two
air-defense radars — one in England,
the other in Greenland.

Sources also claim that Soviet de-
velopment of the Griddle Pan radar
and SA-X-12 combination, even
without deployment, violated the
ABM treaty. The treaty and several

The treaty...bars

testing of SAM

missiles and ABM
components together.

interpretive accords bar testing of
SAM missiles and ABM compo-
nents, such as the Griddle Pan ra-
dars, together.

Thus, technically, the Soviets
were barred from testing the Grid-
dle Pan radars and the SA-X-12 mis-
siles against incoming ICBMs.

But interpretations signed by
both sides permit the radars to be
used at any time to test their range
or when aircraft are in the area. To
test the combination together and
stay within the letter of agreements,
the Soviets needed only to claim that
an aircraft was in the area at the
same time as a test ICBM.

“We were begging them to lie to
us, and the Griddle Pan and the
SS-A-12 have been tested repeatedly
in the ABM mode,’ the defense ex-
pert said. “They have been tested
many different ways against ballis-
tics missile re-entry vehicles.
The Soviets have got great confi-
dence in this combination.”

Peter Steiner

NEGOTIABLE

“NON-NEGOTIABLE
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